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Introduction

Rural with 44,825 people

Founded in 1873 with a cotton-based economy 
along railroads

Northwest of Harris County which is anchored by 
Houston and bounded on the west by the Brazos 
River

A part of the Houston-Galveston Area Council 
(HGAC-8)

Area: 514 sq. miles

County Seat: Hempstead

Major Cities: Brookshire, Hempstead, Katy, Pattison, 
Prairie View, and Waller

University: Prairie View A&M University
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Region Population Estimates Percent Change

2000 2010 2014
2000-
2010

2010-
2014

2000-
2014

Waller County 32,663 43,205 44,825 32.3 3.7 37.2

H-GAC-8 Area 4,669,571 5,891,999 NA 26.2 NA NA

Texas 20,851,820 25,145,561 25,092,033 20.6 3.8 25.1

Population Growth
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● Waller grew ahead of H-GAC 8 and Texas
● Strong growth is projected

Note: H-GAC 8 consists of the following counties: Brazoria, Chambers, Fort Bend, Galveston, Harris, Liberty, Montgomery and Waller

0
10,000
20,000
30,000
40,000
50,000
60,000
70,000
80,000

Waller County

Waller County Current Year

29% change



38.2

44.3

11.6

4

1.9

Race and Ethnicity
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● There are more African Americans (almost double) and less
Hispanics in comparison to Texas.
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2014 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2014 

Waller County
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Age Distribution
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Source: The County Information Program, Texas Association of Counties Source: U.S. Census

Waller County Texas

• The county has the largest population of recent high school
graduates (20-24 years) compared to surrounding counties.

Aging in 
coming 
years

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There is a larger population age 45-60 in Waller County, pointing to a future aging population. There is a larger proportion of people aged 25-44 in Texas than in Waller County.



Education
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Educational Attainment Detailed Comparison (Age 25+)

59% 45% 56%

• Waller County has the largest proportion of people in undergraduate Colleges at 46.3% of the total and
is ranked #1 amongst the few neighboring counties: Austin, Washington, Grimes, Harris and Fort Bend.

Source: http://www.towncharts.com/Texas/Education/Waller-County-TX-Education-data.html
Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2014

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Waller County residents receive less education than that of Texas and the rest of the nation. The county has a higher share of residents (above the age of 25) with a less than high school education or high school degree or equivalent in comparison to Texas. Beyond high school, Waller falls slightly short of Texas and the U.S. for some college and Associate’s degree and more so for Bachelor’s and graduate degrees considering the prominence of Prairie View A&M University.But Waller county on an average has 79.4% persons age 25+ who are high school graduate. This indicates a promising and bright future for the county’s economy.
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Education



Personal Income Per Capita 

Industry sectors with largest employment:
• Manufacturing (3,281)
• Educational Services (2,688)
• Construction (1,364)
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2004 2009 2014

Waller County $24,683 $28,869 $34,078

Texas $31,077 $37,037 $45,669

U.S. $34,316 $39,376 $46,049

Employment

Major Employers:
• Briarwood- Brookwood Inc.
• Creekside Nursery
• Hempstead ISD
• Igloo
• Prairie View A&M University
• Royal ISD
• Waller ISD
• Wal-Mart Associates Inc.

Source: Buraeu of Labor Statistics



• Manufacturing (2.88)
• Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and Hunting (1.95)
• Education Services (1.79)
• Construction (1.59)
• Wholesale Trade (1.52)
• Mining (1.32)
Greater than 1 reflects a specialization (or a viable export industry) when compared to Texas

Greater Job Gains and Competitive Effect compared to Texas:
• Chemical and Chemical-based Products
• Energy (Fossil and Renewable)
• Manufacturing 

9

Economic Specialization in Texas 



Living vs. Working in County
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2014 (On the maps)

Inflow-Outflow Analysis for Waller County 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Using the On-the-Map tool the worker inflow-outflow was generated in Longitudinal Employer-Household Dynamics. Inflow is the number of workers coming from outside to work in Waller county and outflow shows the number of people from Waller county going elsewhere for employment. Of the working population (17991) in Waller County, about 15159 (84.26%) go outside the county for work and the rest 2832 (15.74%) is employed within the county (U.S. Census 2014). Almost half of this population (49.6%) go to Harris County, followed by Fort bend County and so forth. This is the population to be analyzed for further study on Waller economy.



Job Counts by Distance/ Direction 
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2002

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2014 (On the maps) Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2014 (On the maps)

2014

Presenter
Presentation Notes
An increase in job counts towards south east is seen, that is towards Houston.
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Leakage/ Surplus of Economy
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Source: Esri and Infogroup

Most discretionary income is spent outside the county.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The chart below is produced by Esri and leakages and surplus’ for Waller county. A leakage represents an industry sector where the volume of local retail sales generated by local retail businesses do not meet the volume of retail potential of local household spending – essentially, when demand exceeds supply. A leakage presents an opportunity to capitalize on household spending and capture purchases within the county rather than lose the purchases to markets outside of Waller county. A surplus on the other hand represents a situation where supply exceeds local demand, but it is possible that the excess supply is attracting consumption from outside the Waller market area. 



Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2014

Poverty

14

Population in Poverty (%) Population in Poverty and Working Status (%)

We see that city of Prairie View has one of the largest
proportions of people who are in poverty and employed
Population in Poverty:
Texas: 17.5%
United states: 14%

Source: http://www.towncharts.com/Texas/Demographics/Waller-County-TX-Demographics-data.htmlSource: U.S. Census Bureau 2014
Source: http://www.towncharts.com/Texas/Demographics/Waller-County-TX-Demographics-data.html
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Percentage living in poverty by race:
• 29.07% of African-Americans 
• 22.76% of Hispanics 
• 21.22% of Whites



Median household income is $50,889
15

Household Income



Median Household Income (in $):
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American FactFinder; U.S. Census Bureau, 2010-2014 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates
Source: http://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_14_5YR_B19013&prodType=table
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The per capita income of Waller County is $34078 (BEA 2014) and median household income is $50939 (U.S. Census Bureau 2014). The distribution of median income of the county shows that Katy area has highest median income and Pattison area has the lowest (Figure 3.6). 16.1% of the population living in this country live below the poverty level (U.S. Census Bureau 2014). It has been 29.07% of the black population living in this county are below poverty line, followed by 22.76% of the total Hispanic population 



Housing Types
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Comparison of Housing Type

Source: Our Great Region 2040: H-GAC

• Total number of housing units: 
15,839

• 10,000 additional housing units 
needed by 2035 to meet 
population projections.

• Average Household Size: 2.81

• Average Family Size: 3.29

Source: American FactFinder 
http://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.

xhtml?pid=DEC_10_SF1_SF1DP1&prodType=table
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
These housing comprise of single family and multi-family houses as well as mobile homes. Waller County has a lot of single-family homes like overall Texas, there are some multi-family homes too. But the surprising factor is in mobile homes, which Waller has a very high share of. Waller CountyRegionTexasNumber of Households16,1222,122,7068,924,933Average Household Size2.812.832.75Average Family Size3.383.473.40Housing units occupied by owner: 9,713 (69.2%)National Average of housing units occupied by owner: 64.4%
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Renters vs. Owners
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Rental Homes in Waller County Owned Homes in Waller County

Brookshire and Prairie View have the largest 
percentages of rental homes in the county.

Pine Island has the highest share of owned homes in the 
county.
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2014
Source: http://www.towncharts.com/Texas/Housing/Waller-County-TX-Housing-data.html

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2014
Source: http://www.towncharts.com/Texas/Housing/Waller-County-TX-Housing-data.html
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Home Value for Waller County

Waller County, TX Home Value Distribution
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$100,000 to $200,000 $50,000 to $100,000 Less than $50,000 Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2014

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Waller County has one of the largest proportions of home values worth less than $50,000 at 18% of the total and is ranked #2. The only larger county being Grimes County with 25%. Second, it has one of the largest proportions of home values worth between $50,000 to $100,000 at 21% of the total and is ranked #3. Only #2 Harris County (25%), and #1 Grimes County (27%) are larger. �



Home Value by City
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Monthly Rental Rates for County
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Waller County Texas has the largest proportion of rent between 500 and 750 dollars at 33% of the total.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2014

Source: http://www.towncharts.com/Texas/Housing/Waller-County-TX-Housing-data.html
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Above is a frequency distribution that shows home values. Waller County has one of the largest proportions of home values worth less than $50,000 at 18% of the total and is ranked #2. The only larger county being Grimes County with 25%. Second, it has one of the largest proportions of home values worth between $50,000 to $100,000 at 21% of the total and is ranked #3. Only #2 Harris County (25%), and #1 Grimes County (27%) are larger. 



Monthly Rental Rates by City
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2014

Source: 
http://www.towncharts.com/Texas/Housi
ng/Waller-County-TX-Housing-data.html
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Unaffordability
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Housing Unit with a Mortgage Occupied Units Paying Rent

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010-2014 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Owner occupied units= 9,482; among them, 51.5% are with a mortgage and 48.5% units are without mortgage. Waller County has comparatively very high mortgage of monthly owner costs than other regions. 
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Source: http://www.city-data.com/county/Waller_County-TX.html

Total Housing Units: 15,839
Vacant Housing Units: 1,799

Source: American Fact Finder 
http://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=D

EC_10_SF1_SF1DP1&prodType=table



Affordable Housing Programs
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Federally Assisted Affordable Housing

4

58

38

Section 8 LIHTC RD 515

% OF Three Types of Federally Assisted Affordable 
Housing

Program Properties Units

Section 8 1 44

LIHTC 13 641

RD 515 9 415

Total 16 754

City Properties Units

Hempstead 7 399

Prairie View 5 133

Brookshire 2 92

Source: www.affordablehousingonline.com

Cities with Federally Assisted Projects in Waller County

Note: The total does not necessarily equal the sum of each program as some
properties may participate in multiple funding programs

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Waller County’s federally assisted affordable rental housing stock includes properties financed through these three types of programs: Section 8, LIHTC and RD 515. Total number of these properties are 16 (total number of units is 754). Waller County is only 0.31% compared to Texas. (Source: www.affordablehousingonline.com). The average number of units per property for affordable rentals in Waller County is 47.10. The largest federally assisted affordable rental community in the county is Park At Clear Creek at 76 units and the smallest is Donald Sowell at 1 unit(s). 2 apartment properties provide housing for seniors containing 90 units. Of the 754 units, units include some form of rental assistance (like Section 8) to make rent more affordable for very low income families. The Low-Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) is the federal government's primary program for encouraging the investment of private equity in the development of affordable rental housing for low-income households.Section 8 : The housing choice voucher program is the federal government's major program for assisting very low-income families, the elderly, and the disabled to afford decent, safe, and sanitary housing in the private market. Since housing assistance is provided on behalf of the family or individual, participants are able to find their own housing, including single-family homes, townhouses and apartments.RD 515: Rural Rental Housing Loans are direct, competitive mortgage loans made to provide affordable multifamily rental housing for very low-, low-, and moderate-income families, elderly persons, and persons with disabilities. This is primarily a direct housing mortgage program; its funds may also be used to buy and improve land and to provide necessary facilities such as water and waste disposal systems. 



Flood and Historical Tornados
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100 Year- Floodplain- 1% 
probability of occurring in 
any given year

500 Year- Floodplain-
0.2% probability of 
occurring in any given year

Source: https://www.h-gac.com/community/community/hazard/documents/2006_map_figure_4_3_13_waller_county.pdf

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Fujita ScaleF0- Light DamageF1- Moderate DamageF2- Significant DamageF3- Severe DamageWaller County historical area-adjusted tornado activity is significantly below Texas state average. It is 1604687.5 times below overall U.S. average.�Tornadoes in this county have caused one fatality and 101 injuries recorded between 1950 and 2004.�On 11/7/1957, a category 4 (max. wind speeds 207-260 mph) tornado killed one person and injured 81 people and caused between $500,000 and $5,000,000 in damages.��Read more: http://www.city-data.com/county/Waller_County-TX.html#ixzz4AwE2PeUH
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Watersheds



Prime Farmlands
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
northern part of Waller county and area along the major streams which is most vulnerable in terms of soil erosion, is also not suitable for farming. This is also due to high slopes seen in this area ASK JAIMIE: http://www.ourregion.org/Profiles/County%20Profile%20Waller.pdf



Transportation : 
Highways and 
Roads

30Source: http://texashistory.unt.edu 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The northern portion of the county is serviced by US Hwy 290, which connects Houston to Austin. State Hwy 6 joins US Hwy 290 in the town of Hempstead. Hwy 6 connects Waller County with the Bryan-College Station area, home to Texas A&M University. To the south are Hwy 90 and Interstate 10. Interstate 10 connects Houston with San Antonio. Waller County is home to the Houston Executive Airport, the Houston area's newest and only privately-funded general use business aviation facility. 



Bike Plan
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• Opportunities (Favorable 
Topography) : Flat; making cycling 
easier

• Challenges (Limited Access to 
Existing Facilities）: existing 
pedestrian and cycling infrastructure

• Needs Parallel Routes: Pedestrian 
and bicycle facilities could be provided 
along lower-volume roads that parallel 
these routes. For example, Old 
Houston Highway parallels U.S. Route 
290 between Hempstead and Waller. 

• Connecting Rural Towns: Bicycle 
facilities could connect towns along 
U.S. Route 290 

• Brazos River Trail: Bicycle facilities 
along the Brazos River, between U.S. 
290 and Fort Bend County, could draw 
tourists interested in recreational rides. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Bike Plan: City of Hempstead The city is organized around a traditional street grid, with interconnected streets providing pedestrians and bicyclists with several routes to get where they want to go. Officials have been working to make improvements throughout the city. There are existing sidewalks in the historic downtown area, and the city is pursuing projects to provide pedestrian facilities elsewhere (including connections to local parks and recreational facilities). 



Transportation Infrastructure
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% of People Car Dependent

Source: http://www.city-data.com/county/Waller_County-TX.html

Modes of Transportation to Work 



Infrastructure
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Facilities Map 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Other than the Prairie View A&M University, the schools are mainly concentrated in the urban areas (eg. Hemstead, Pattison, Waller) of this county. Katy Prairie Conservancy is one of the major park areas in this county. There are three airports in this county: - Houston Executive Airport - Sport Flyers Airport - Air Weather Field Other than the Prairie View A&M University, the schools are mainly concentrated in the urban areas (eg. Hemstead, Pattison, Waller) of this county. Katy Prairie Conservancy is one of the major park areas in this county. 



Strengths & Opportunities 
DEVELOPMENT
• High population projections through 2050
• Important transportation routes: Highway 290 and I-10
• Rich soils considered ‘prime farmland’
• Develop in a resilient way to reduce flood impacts 
ECONOMY
• Strong industries in Mining, Construction, Manufacturing and Wholesale Trade
• Low unemployment
• Shore up leakages in household purchases
• Capture weekend urbanites and promote eco-tourism 
• University brings opportunity for higher education and research endeavors 
LIVING 
• Low cost of living 
• Diversify housing options, including housing values above $200,000 
• Preserve ecologically rich areas
• Rural and country lifestyle  

34
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Thank You!
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